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Iowa Library Association. RATES: Following are the hotel rat 
' for the meeting and the 
Twenty-seventh Annual Meeting. ally low for ie ie aaa 


TIME: The twenty-seventh annual 60 people may be accommodated 
meeting of the Iowa Library Associa- $2.50 a day. 
tion will be held at Hotel Colfax, Col- 20 people may be accommodated 
. fax, Iowa, beginning Wednesday aft- $3.00 a day. a 
ernoon, October, eleventh and con- 25 people may be accommodated 
tinuing to Friday noon, October thir- $3.50 a day. , 
teenth. The program will open with 20 people may be accommoda 
a discussion of one of our most vital $4.00 a day. . 
problems, advertising, so that every 20 people may be accommodated 
one will want to be present at the $4.50 a day. 4 
very beginning and remain until the 10 people may be accommods 
closing session. $9.00 a day. _ 

Every library trustee, librarian These rates include meals, 

and library assistant should make Because these are very low ( 
every possible effort to attend this will be necessary to have rena 
meeting. We know that it will give Please make your reservations 
inspiration and help for the winter’s and plan to room with some 
work. The topics to be discussed are possible. This is the way 


vital to all whether in big libraries or show our appreciation of what 
in small libraries. hotel management is doing for q 


° the only way so many can be 

PLACE: We selected Colfax as the modated. Also, be sure to s 
meeting place again this year because price you wish ‘to pay. 
every one reported such a good time The $2.50 per day rooms have 
and such a suecessful meeting last ning water, and will accomm 
year. All those who were there last one person only. 
year will surely be there this year The $3.00 and $3.50 per aay 
and will bring others with them—we have private toilets, and will @ 
should have two hundred people there modate two persons. 
and will if each library person does The $4.00, $4.50 and $5.00 p 
his -part. rooms have private baths, and 

Hotel Colfax is situated a mile east accommodate two or more pe 
of Colfax and twenty-four miles from RESERVATIONS: Make your? 
Des Moines. The hotel is very attrac- vation as early as possible and 
tive and is an ideal place for a meet- state definitely whether you 
ing as the interest can be centered on room alone and if not with whe 
the program and not dissipated by will room. Write direct to Mr, 
various attractions and diversions D. Donahue, proprietor. i 
which beset librarians scattered While ‘‘The Colfax”’ is a mile 
through a strange town, thus giving the railway and interurban 
opportunity for a truly ‘‘get to- a hotel car meets all trains. O 
gether’’ meeting. The big rooms, the hand baggage delivered 
inviting porches and the walks in the without charge. 
woods will give us a chance to get \{EMBERSHIP: Membership 
acquainted when not busy at the should be paid in advance. Thi 
meetings. dition of the treasury makes @ 

Colfax is reached by the Rock deal of difference in planning 
Island Railroad from east and west gram. For that reason we ¢ 
and from Des Moines by Interurban make last plans until the me 
with an hourly service. ships are paid in. a 
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‘“Mhere has been reported. some misunderstanding con- 
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Will not every person that is inter- 
ested in the advancement of libraries, 
whether trustee, librarian or assist- 

become a member? If you have 
“not done so please send annual dues 
“F  ($1.00) at once to the Treasurer, Miss 
® Mary Brainard, Public Library, Wa- 
_terloo. 
"DES MOINES: The Chamber of 
merce of Des Moines are planning 
sort of entertainment for us on 
fiday afternoon at 2:30. We ee 
we Junch at ‘‘The Colfax’’ and get 

» Des Moines in plenty of time for 

sir entertainment. 

The Library Commission and Des 

snes Public Library also extend a 

dial invitation to all to visit them. 

+ Joennette M. Drake, 

President. 





Tentative Program. 


{ WEDNESDAY. 
P. M.— 
sort of Secretary and Treasurer. 
ort of Secretary of the Iowa Li- 
Commission. 
Pp. M—. 
dress—Publicity—Mr. McVey. Ad- 
yertising Counselor for Capper Pub- 
lications, Topeka, Kansas. 
and Table on ‘‘Publicity.’’ 
PP. M.— 


Speaker to be announced 


¢ial Hour. 


THURSDAY. 


actical Books— 
gineering, Mr. Smith, Iowa State 
’ College. 
iness books, Mr. Briscoe, Uni- 
» versity of Iowa. 
Agriculture, H. H. Gibson, Iowa 
Btate College. 
mand Table on ‘‘New books worth 
diterary study of the Book of 
Db. —Mrs. A. J. Barkley, Presi- 
mt of the Library Board, Boone. 
Minute book reviews. 


” 


2:30 P. M— 

Library Service—Mr. Allen D. Al- 
bert, Ex-President International 
Association of Rotary Clubs. 

Round Tables— 

Trustees, Mrs. Loranz, Clarinda, 
Leader. 
College and Reference, Mr. Dicker- 
son, Grinnell College, Leader. 
Assistants, Miss Bernard, Sioux 
City, Leader. 
Children, Miss Shellenberger, Des 
Moines, Leader. 
Small libraries, Miss Allen, Onawa, 
Leader. 
Larger Libraries, Miss Hagey, Ce- 
dar Rapids, Leader. 
5:00 P: M.— 
Porch Tea. 
8:00 P. M.— 

Woman in municipal work—Mrs. Max 
Mayers, Vice President of Iowa Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs. 

‘*Towa’s contribution to middle west- 
ern literature,’’ Mr. Frederick, edi- 
tor of ‘‘The Midland.”’ 

Illustrators of Children’s Books, Mr. 
Rush, Des Moines. 

FRIDAY. 
9:00 A. M.— 

Report of Nominating Committee. 

Report of Resolutions Committee. 

Icwa State Historical Society and Its 
Publications, Dr. Benjamin Sham- 
baugh, Superintendent of State His- 
torical Society. 

Time savers, Miss Armstrong, Coun- 
eil Bluffs. 

Conference Summary. 





Publicity Exhibit. 

There will be a publicity exhibit in 
the lobby of the hotel. Will every li- 
brarian send to Hotel Colfax, in care 
of the Iowa Library Association, sam- 
ples mounted, if possible, of the book 
lists, posters, bulletins and other 
things that she considers have been 
worth while in her library. In order 
that the exhibit may be in place at the 
beginning of the meeting all material 
should be sent a week in advance. It 
will be in charge of Miss Cornelia 
Plaister, of the Sioux City Public Li- 
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Literary Iowa.* 
Johnson Brigham, State Librarian. 


Ten years ago we talked of literary 
Iowa as mainly a speculative future, a 
promise rather than a fulfillment. To 
be sure, we had ‘‘ Octave Thanet,’’ Ham- 
lin Garland and Emerson Hough, writers 
of fiction with names that spelled 
achievement in a difficult field; we had 
S. H. M. Byers, the uncrowned poet lau- 
reate of Iowa, whose ‘‘March to the 
Sea’’ and ‘‘Happy Isles and other 
Poems’’ had compelled the world to lis- 
ten; we also had the well-rounded his- 
torical writings of Charles Aldrich and 
William Salter, and the well-laid foun- 
dations of a now famous library of Iowa 
history; and, too, a number of famous 
authors in the field of social science and 
in that of the natural sciences, and scores 
of locally well-known poets, essayists and 
writers of stories. And farther still in 
the background were the many ‘‘mute, 
inglorious Miltons’’ who were only sub- 
jectively literary. 

This reference to the condition of lit- 
erature in Iowa in 1906 is not intended 
to lead down to a sharp contrast—as of 
promise then; fulfillment now. The only 
point I would make is, that the promise 
of a decade ago is a stronger promise to- 
day and that. the anticipated fulfillment 
seems nearer, and the satisfaction of 
those of us who love literature is fuller 
and better grounded in achievement than 
it was ten years ago. . 


I. 


Life’s last years leave the unimagina- 
tive mind dry as summer dust; but the 
poet sings on into the years with undi- 
minished fervor and with a deeper sense 
of the soul’s relation to the universe. 
Tennyson sang his sweetest note as he 
neared the end, and Browning and Whit- 
man each uttered his bravest song as he 
prepared to ‘‘put out to sea.’” May we 
not anticipate even more soul-satisfying 
responses to the call which comes with 
the years to those among us who, in the 
course of a few years at most, will have 


*Reprinted from “Iowa Day,” 1916, issued 
by the Department of Public Instruction. 
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passed ‘‘beyond our bourne of time ana 
"! This gratifying suepesta 
comes to mind as one reads ‘‘The BR 
of Capistrano,’’ a recent poem by § § 
M. Byers. The poem is built about & 
ruin of enchanting beauty’’ and a leoend 
of ‘‘its old-time splendor,”’ in whichy me > 
Spanish youth and maiden loved aa oO 
well-nigh lost. Mr. Byers’ latest shoe 
poem was inspired by the recent death gf” 
Henry Wallace, whom he well pictuy 1 
as ‘‘one of God’s warriors’’ who, hearing 
the call, went ‘‘with the tide,’ qy- 
compassless nor starless, nor alonet__ 
but guided toward ‘‘the confines of 4 


golden shore’’ by ‘‘a chart that he had A 
known before.’’ His latest long poem jy. : 
‘*Glorietta, or the City of Fair Dreams,” Hii 
also suggested by the poet’s study of the to Co 
legends of the Southwest. The seene of of th 
the legend is Monterey during the Wi 
ish occupation, and the poem is a : has 81 
love and death, into which are woyey sisten 
many beautiful lines. _S 
This outline sketch should include tha, § m2 
well-known octogenarian poet with the @ Micke 
heart of youth, Tacitus Hussey, of Deg  seadi 
Moines, whose ‘‘River Bend and Other litera 
Poems,’’ (1896) has been followed by § ‘chm 
scores of short poems, chiefly humorous, and y 
through all of which there runs a rich § malt 
vein of sentiment. His latest, “‘Retum § ™ 4 
of the Prodigals’’ tells the pathetic yep @ Pr™ 
quaintly humorous story of a upon ¢ 
that has ‘‘jest got back to Iowa.” in Da 
‘‘Towa, Beautiful Land,’’ beautifullyst § "te 
to musie by Hon. H. M. Towner, willy § Me be 
sung by generations of Iowans yet wu ad u 
born. pt 
Happy 

The decade has brought to publica & gion” 
tice a younger poet whose earlier vere & gyera 
attracted the attention of a few whosaw B Any 
in it a promise and potency which hi § goyis | 
since found fuller recognition. During § grind 
the fourteen years of his connection § famii 
with Drake University, Prof. onli are rec 
Worthington Smith has been a forests 
writer of verse, and nearly all the leat B the go) 
ing periodicals of the country have The 
evinced appreciation of his lines. Not ® or But 
until latterly have his fugitive poem’ % the fr, 
been garnered into volumes of vere erly al 
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Hiect came (in 1906) his ‘‘In the Fur- 
“a modest volume containing some 
“the best of his poems. The present 
ear marks a rich flowering out of this 
“2 soet’s genius, a volume entitled ‘‘Ships 
 % % Port,” and another, inspired by the 
“Gat War, entitled ‘‘The English 
Woneue.” His poet-creed stands re- 
od in this fine quatrain: 

“Wart is for life. Oh Poet, do not dream 
" Too long of fairies in the phantom 
tg stream 

‘Of things impossible. Strike fire and 
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hold 
‘; ‘A torch to light the pathways of the 
y bold.’’ 
1 @ is latest verse, ‘‘A Shadow of Things 
yd ip Come’’ is a fine tribute to the memory 
the of the late Henry Wallaee. 


ed 


Within very recent years a new planet 

has swam into our ken, and the few per- 
sistent watchers of the skies have passed 
the word along, until now many thou- 
sands have discovered that an Iowa poet 
of much promise, named Arthur Davison 
Ficke, is rapidly and yet with surprising 
steadiness rising toward the zenith in the 
literary world. With an almost perfect 
technic, and with rare delicacy of touch 
and youthful vigor and boldness, there is 
noaltitude, apparently, to which he may 
not aspire. But, between flights, he 
promises to keep his feet firmly planted 
upon earth. Though a successful lawyer, 
in Davenport, Mr. Ficke takes time to 
write not only poetry but also some of 
the best literary criticism which finds its 
way into our periodicals. Since 1906 he 
has published ‘‘ From the Isles.’’ ‘‘The 
Happy Princess,’’ ‘‘The Earth Pas- 
sion,”’ “‘The Breaking of Bonds,’’ and 
several volumes of essays. 
Among the avocational poets whose 
souls occasionally find relief from the 
grind of fiction stands pre-eminently 
Hamlin Garland. His ‘‘Prairie Songs’’ 
are redolent of the wind-swept fields and 
forests, the flower-strewn hillsides and 
the solitary mountain-tops. 

Then there is the humorist, Ellis Park- 
er Butler, who away back in the days of 
the first Midland, revealed the poet, lat- 
erly all too well concealed. Among the 
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half dozen poems contributed to that pio- 
neer Iowa magazine before he woke and 
found himself famous, there lies embed- 
ded this secret aspiration undreamt of in 
the philosophy of ‘‘ Pigs is Pigs:’’ 

“*T care not that life’s lease be long: 

But I could wish my heart to beat 
Until my work is all complete, 

And I have sung my richest song.’’ 

Among the more notable minnesingers 
of Iowa is Miss Belle E. Smith, of New- 
ton, whose authorship of the popular 
poem, ‘‘If I Should Die Tonight,’’ has 
been proven beyond further question by 
Prof. Gist of the State Normal College. 

Edwin L. Sabin, humorist, short-story 
writer and novelist, also has his poetic 
side scarcely surmised by the readers of 
‘When You Were a Boy.’’ Buried deep 
in that forest of woodsy suggestion, 
Country Life in America—in the num- 
ber of October, 1902, is to be found this 
revelation of the poet-side of Mr. Sabin’s 
nature : 

“Upon the purple hillside, vintage- 
stained, 

In drowsy languor brown October lies, 
Like one who has the banquet goblet 

drained, 

And looks abroad with dream-en- 

chanted eyes.’’ 

Selden L. Whitcomb, long a professor 
in Iowa College, Grinnell, is the author 
of several volumes of short poems, many 
of them gems of purest ray. 

Eugene F. Ware (‘‘Ironquill’’) is 
claimed by Iowa though most of his life 
was spent in a neighboring state. Never 
a great poet, he struck a few popular 
notes which still reverberate. 

Nixon Waterman, an Iowan who has 
wandered far afield, has been too busy 
as a journalist to become a great poet; 
but he has contributed to the good cheer 
of many people. ; 

One of the most soulful poems yet pub- 
lished in Poetry (Chicago) is ‘‘The 
Wife,’’ by Helen Cowles Le Cron, of 
Des Moines. It makes the reader feel 
the loneliness of the mountains and the 
longing of the exile for the gentle land 
of Iowa where the days go dancing past, 
and where the poet’s heart was very 





light, and life was very sweet. It is an 
open secret that Mrs. Le Cron writes the 
clever verse signed ‘‘Martha Hart’’ 
which appears almost daily in the Even- 
ing Tribune, of Des Moines. 


II. 


Many seem to regard literature as fic- 
tion—and fiction only. Nor is it any 
wonder, for during the last decade, far 
more than ever before, our poets, phil- 
osophers and reformers have chosen the 
fiction route as the most effective way to 
minds and hearts. Nor is it strange that 
in the public mind literature is synon- 
ymous with fiction, when our book coun- 
ters are piled high with ‘‘best sellers’’ 
and the sale of standard works is largely 
relegated to subscription houses and 
dealers in out-of-print books. You may 
be surprised to learn that, last year, in 
seventy-three free public libraries in 
Iowa, the average circulation of ‘‘adult 
fiction,’’ as compared with all other 
books, was as 60 to 40, and that in fifteen 
of these libraries the circulation of adult 
fiction was more than 75 per cent of the 
entire output of books. 

Recognizing this strong trend, many 
gifted Iowans have chosen fiction as their 
chief avenue of expression; and, in this 
difficult field of their choosing, not a few 
have succeeded. The three Iowans who 
ten years ago held the highest places as 
creators of fiction still firmly hold their 
respective places. 

**Knitters in the Sun,’’ published in 
1887, made ‘‘Octave Thanet’’ (Miss 
Alice French, of Davenport), famous as 
a writer of short stories. ‘‘Expiation’’ 
la#ter revealed a staying power which 
found a fuller development in ‘‘The 
Missionary Sheriff’? and ‘‘The Man of 
the Hour.’’ Between the book first 
named and Miss French’s ‘‘A Step on 
the Stair’’ (1913) are several collections 
of admirable short stories, many of them 
located in Iowa. Possibly no finer type 
of the distinctively American short story 
ean be found than ‘‘A Captured 
Dream,’’ first published in Harper’s 
, Magazine. 

Though Hamlin Garland slipped away 
from Iowa in the early eighties, the 
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Traveled Roads’’ (1890), which 
through many editions, also at least pis 
of his earlier novels, ‘‘ A Spoil of Office” 
and ‘‘A Member of the Third House,” 
with a score or more of his later 
stories, had for their setting the 

farm life and the crude local and politi. 
eal conditions in Iowa in the Seventies 
and eighties. His recent visit to Tow, 
revealed the same fond recollection to 
which he so eloquently referred in 
Life in the West,’’ published in the Mig. 
land early in 1894. ‘‘T wonder,”’ ex. 
claimed he in closing, ‘‘if, far ont m 
Iowa, the boys are still playing ‘Hj Spy’ 
around the straw-piles!. . . —That runie 
chant, with its endless repetitions, doubt. 
less is heard on any moonlit night in fap. 
off Iowa. I wish I might join once more 
in the game—I fear I could not enjoy 
‘Hi Spy’ even were I invited to join. 
But I sigh with a curious longing for 
something that was mine in those days 
on the snowy Iowa plains. What was it? 
Was it sparkle of winter stars? Was it 
stately march of moon? Was it the pres. 


ty 
a 
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stories that made him famous “Main, 





ence of dear friends? Yes; all these, 
and more—it was Youth!’’ To the long 
list of Mr. Garland’s achievements in lit- 
erature since 1890 may be added: ‘The 
Long Trail,’’ ‘‘Money Magie,” “Boy 
Life on the Prairie,’’ ‘‘The Shadow 
World,’’ ‘‘Cavanaugh—Forest Ranger,” 
and ‘‘ Victor Olnee’s Discipline.” 


Emerson Hough, perhaps the best 
known of native Iowans in literature, 
passed many out-of-door years as a rr 
ing correspondent of Forest and Stream, 
In 1897 he well told ‘‘The Story of the 
Cowboy.’’ Three years later was pub 
lished his first novel, ‘‘The Girl at the 
Halfway House.’’ Next appeared, i 
1902, a historical novel entitled, “Th 
Mississippi Bubble.’’ Then followed 
a series of far-western tales into whith 
are deftly woven many early experiencts 
and observations on the trail and in the 
mountains. His more recent output it 
eludes ‘‘The Way of a Man,” “Fifty 
four Forty or Fight,’’ ‘‘The Sowing,” 
‘‘The Young Alaskans,’’ ‘‘The Purchase 
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Be j the Pirate.’’ 

> This is not an inventory. The most 
) which can be attempted in this general 
 yeview is to ‘hit the high places. ”’ 

> turn from the latest ‘“Who’s Who in 
pawerics to the ‘‘Who’s Who’’ of ten 





ice,’’ ‘‘John Rawn’’ and ‘‘The Lady 





ago, and note the rapid advance 


‘* made by Iowa authors. Though 156 


) Jowans were mentioned in that work in 
1905, few of these were authors. Of the 


» 413 mentioned in 1915, many are so clas- 


~ sified. 

" Ten years ago, the editors of ‘‘Who’s 

"Who,’’ had not yet heard of Randall 
Parrish, though ‘‘When Wilderness was 

‘King’’ was written in 1904. Since then, 
at least eighteen novels, most of them his- 
torical, have made his name a household 
word. 

Rupert Hughes had written ‘‘ Ameri- 
ean Composers,’’ ‘‘ Love Affairs of Great 

‘ Americans,’’ and a few plays. Now, the 
list of his stories and plays occupies a 
half-column of fine type, and the name 
of their author is persistently featured 
by editors, theatre and movie managers. 

In 1905 Susan Glaspell (Cook) was re- 
porting state house news, ete., for the 
Daily Capital, Des Moines. After trying 
her ‘prentice han’ on short stories, she 

finally (in 1909) committed her literary 
fortunes to a novel, ‘‘The Glory of the 
Conquered,”’ the intensity and strength 
of which won high praise for its un- 
known author. ‘‘The Visioning’’ soon 
followed. The scenes are laid in Daven- 
port and Chicago. Though not as well- 
sustained as her first work, its pictures 
of life among the lowly in Chicago are 
admirably drawn. Her latest novel, 
“Lifted Masks,’’ is a fearless revelation 
of life as seen by its keenly observant 
author. 

Another product of the last decade is 
Edna Ferber, who, by the magazine 
route, has traveled fast and far toward 
fame and fortune. Her clever creation, 
“Emma MecChesney,’’ is better known 
to thousands than is the president’s wife, 
and is as original as are any of Dickens’ 
ereations. A few years ago, Miss Ferber 
was making the great life study—human 





nature—from behind the counter in her 
father’s general store in Ottumwa. 

Among the younger of our Iowa born 
authors is Eleanor Hoyt Brainerd. Mrs. 
Brainerd grew from journalistic work oh 
the New York Sun into short-story writ- 
ing for magazines. Her books have en- 
joyed great popularity, chiefly because 
of their clever picturing of the subtle 
charm and irresistible humor of: that 
unique product of the ages, the American 
girl. Her ‘‘ Bettina’’ and her ‘‘ Belinda’”’ 
are better known to thousands, young 
and eld, than our next-door neighbors 
are to us. 


Another fiction writer, unknown ten 
years ago, but now known and read wher- 
ever public libraries supply the young 
with entertaining and wholesome read- 
ing, is Guielma Zollinger, of Newton, 


Iowa, whose ‘‘Widow O’Callaghan’s 
Boys’’ and ‘‘Maggie McLenehan’’ are 


among our most deservedly popular 
children’s books. 

Herbert Quick born in Grundy coun- 
ty, lowa, was ten years ago the manager 
of a telephone company in Sioux City. 
Today his books are everywhere read. 
His ‘‘American Inland Waterways’’ is 
searcely less known than are his popular 
‘*Aladdin & Co.,’’ and ‘‘ Virginia of the 
Air Lines.’’ 


Among the successful authors, in the 
difficult field of literature for children, 
is Emilie Stapp of Des Moines, whose 
‘“‘Squaw Lady,’’ ‘‘Unele Peter: Hea- 
then,’’ ‘‘Trail of the Go-Hawks,’’ and 
other spirited and humorous stories have 
had many readers. Margaret Coulson 
Walker has also succeeded in this dif- 
ficult field. Her ‘‘Bird Legends and 
Life,’’ ‘‘Lady MHollyhoeck and Her 
Friends,’’ and other charmingly written 
and beautifully illustrated books, pub- 
lished by Doubleday, have permanent 
value. Suecessful, also, are the Rand 
books by Ida M. Huntington, ‘‘Christ- 
mas Party for Santa Claus,’’ ‘‘Garden 
of Heart‘s Delight,”’ and ‘‘Peter Pump- 
kin in Wonderland.”’ 


The late Alice Ilgenfritz, of Cedar 
Rapids, author of ‘‘Highwater Mark,”’ 
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published in 1879, contributed to the 
Midland Monthly in the early numbers 
an extremely interesting serial, ‘‘Be- 
atrice of Bayou Teche.’’ This was fol- 
lowed in 1900 by a strong historical nov- 
el entitled ‘‘Chevalier St. Denis.’’ Mrs. 
Jones’ ill-health alone prevented the 
rounding out of a brilliant career. 

Twenty-six or more titles, covering 
stories and plays, mark the literary out- 
put of Helen Sherman Griffith, daugh- 
ter of the late Hoyt Sherman, of Des 
Moines, a lady of rare personal and lit- 
erary qualities. Her cleverness in the 
minor parts suggests possibilities for 
major parts in the near future of Ameri- 
can literature. 

A religious novel entitled ‘‘ Passing 
the Word’’ by the late Helen H. Hen- 
shaw, prominent in Y. W. C. A. activi- 
ties, has passed through several editions. 

Walter Barr, of Keokuk, now profes- 
sor in Highland Park College, is the 
author of a popular novel entitled 
‘«Shacklett,’’ and of clevor short stories, 
published in the palmy days of Me- 
Clure’s Magazine. 

William Otis Lillibridge and Willis G. 
Emerson are novelists whose works 
threaten to break into the ranks of the 
best sellers. ‘‘Ben Blair’’ and ‘‘ Where 
the Trail Divided’’ are Mr. Lillibridge’s 
most popular works. Mr. Emerson’s 
‘‘Buell Hampton’’ still leads his later 
novels with a partial public. 

A new and pronrising name in Iowa 
literature is Ethel Hueston, whose first 
book, ‘‘Prudence of the Parsonage,’’ is 
knocking hard for admission into the 
lists of the best sellers. 

The older readers of Current Litera- 
ture miss the genial humor of ‘‘Bob’’ 
Burdette. They can still hear the 
‘‘Chimes from a Jester’s Bell,’’ though 
the lovable jester is gone. 

A critic in the Boston Transcript re- 
viewing the short stories of the year 
1915, mentions ‘‘one new periodical, The 
Midland, of Iowa City,’’ as claiming 
‘‘unique attention in that its nine short 
stories published in 1915 embody the 
most vital interpretation in fiction of our 
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national life that many years have heen 
able to show.’’ High praise, indeed | Thy 
Midland editor, Mr. Frederick, hag gj 
published a number of fine poems nd 
essays. 

III. 


President Thomas H. Macbride, of ¢ 
State University, and Prof. Louis "Eg 
Pammel, of our State College, have mada 
the secrets of plant life known to ae 
sands. Carl Snyder, of New York, 
in Iowaghas popularized applied sejeng = 
Woods Hutchinson, has divested “By. 
genics’’ of its fads and made life less 
hard—better worth the living. 


One of the world’s great writers on “ 
constitutional and institutional thementl 


~sete llth : 


Jesse Macy, of Grinnell, who though past — and f 
his threescore and ten, is still actively Edi 
engaged in the study of political science, drawt 

Prof. Charles H. Weller, a classicigg § world 
and archaeologist of note, has added to § ofa 
his fame by ‘his new work entitle § laves 
‘‘Athens and Its Monuments.’’ Fred § ita ‘ 
erick J. Lazell, of Cedar Rapids, is the Af 
Burroughs or Thoreau, of Iowa, witha ff jy “} 
fine literary touch of his own besides § Welke 


Charles Rollin Keyes. and Arthur @ 
Leonard (Mr. Leonard now State Gealaslt 
gist of North Dakota) have followed in 
the illustrious footsteps of the late Sam- 
uel Calvin, Iowa’s great geologist, in 
tracing the testimony of the rocks go 
clearly that the wayfaring man, though — 
untrained in science, cannot err therein,” 
There passed away, in February last, 
one of the strong men of Iowa. Though 
primarily an editor, Henry Wallace was 
also an essayist. He had written several 
books; but the one most likely to last 
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is his ‘‘Unele Henry’s Letters to the tS 
Farm Boy,’’ which the Maecmillans have 
run threugh many editions. 

A vigorous writer on historical and In | 
economic themes is Frank I. Herriot, _ activit 
professor of economics and_ political much | 
science in Drake University. His penile history 
writings have been numerous and have # debted 
made themselves felt in recent legial of Tov 
tion. § Dr B 

Frank L. MeVey, president of t Messrs 
State University of North Dakota, Horace! 


om 


4 
a4 
g 





. 


eed his childhood and youth in Des 
“Maines. has made enduring contribution 
“the solution of public and govern- 
|B wpental questions. 





4 prolific writer for the magazines is 
“George E. Roberts, the New York bank- 
“gr, long editor of the Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
er. His ‘‘Coin at School in Fi- 

” a reply to ‘‘Coin’s Financial 
Gchool’’ made him famous. His later 
works are substantial contributions to 


political science. 


Charles Edward Russell, one of the 
yorid’s famous socialists, was born and 
yared in Davenport, Iowa. His books, 
literary and socialistic, are thoughtful 
and forceful. 


Edward A. Steiner, of Grinnell, has 
drawn from old-world experiences and 
world-wide research the subject-matter 
ofa dozen human-interest stories which 
have greatly enlarged our view of Amer- 
jca’s duty to its immigrant population. 
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A fine piece of constructive criticism 
is ‘Further Study of Othello,’’ by 
Welker Given, published by the Shake- 
spearean Press, and a valued volume in 
that society ’s famous collection. 


Rig 


In a class by herself is Julia Ellen 
Rogers, for years a teacher of science 
in lowa. Reared on a farm and a thor- 
ough student of the fields and woods, 
her contributions to popular science cre- 
ated for her a place on the editorial staff 
of Country Life in America. Nearly 
every library in the country has on its 
shelves well-worn copies of her ‘‘Trees 
Byery Child Should Know,’’ ‘‘ Earth 
and Sky,’’ ‘Among Green Trees,”’ ete. 
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IV. 


In no other department of literary 
activity in Iowa has there been quite as 
much of promise and performance as in 
’@ history. For this we are mainly in- 
b & debted to The State Historical Society 
*  @ of Iowa, under the superintendency of 
Dr. Benj. F. Shambaugh, assisted by 
Messrs. Clark, Van der Zee, Pelzer, 
Horack, and others. In addition to the 
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publication of The Iowa Journal of His- 
tory and Politics, a library in itself, the 
Society has projected a Biographical 
Series to which Messrs. Parish, Pelzer, 
Gregory, Reid and Brigham have con- 
tributed ; an Economic History Series to 
which Messrs. Downey and Brindley have 
each given the results of scholarly re- 
search; an Applied History Series with 
contributions by Messrs. Shambaugh, 
Brindley, Downey, Horack, Peterson, 
Patton, Van der Zee, Briggs, Haynes 
and Gillin; a Social History Series with 
volumes by Messrs. Briggs and Gillin; 
and a long series of miscellaneous pub- 
lications prepared by Messrs. Sham- 
baugh, Wick, Perkins, Parish, Pickard, 
Deemer, Rich, McClain, McCarty, Clark, 
Van der Zee, Aurner, Jones, Weld, and 
others. A six-volume work of rare value 
has recently been published by the So- 
ciety entitled ‘‘History of Education in 
Iowa’’ by Clarence Ray Aurner. 


In this connection special cS 
should be made of Mrs. Bertha M. H. 
Shambaugh, wife of Dr. Shambaugh, 
whose contributions to periodicals are 
overshadowed by her interesting and val- 
uable social and historical study, ‘‘ Ama- 
na: The Community of True Inspira- 
tion.”’ 


The history of the State has for many 


years been enriched by the Annals of 
Iowa, long edited by Curator Charles 
Aldrich, of the Historical Department 
of Iowa, and ably continued by his suc- 
cessor, Edgar R. Harlan. 


Benjamin F. Gue’s ‘‘History of 
Iowa,’’ is pre-eminently valuable as a 
first-hand story of events in the last 
half-century in which, as reformer, leg- 
islator and lieutenant-governor, the auth- 
or himself modestly bore an important 
part. 


S. H. M. Byers ‘‘Iowa in War 
Times,’’ first published in 1888, is still 
the most valuable record of the heroic 
period in Iowa history. 


A voluminous work was recently is- 
sued by the S. J. Clarke Publishing Com- 
pany, Chicago, entitled ‘‘Iowa: Its His- 
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tory and Its Foremost Citizens,’’ bring- 
ing the story of the state down to the 
year 1916. The work includes a series 
of ‘‘ Historical Biographies’’ ranging all 
the way from Julien Dubuque to Sena- 
tors Dolliver and Cummins. A one vol- 
ume school, library and home edition is 
in course of preparation. 


Among the historical writers of Amer- 

ica, Irving B. Richman, of Muscatine, 
takes high rank. His works are per- 
manent contributions to American his- 
tory. The most valuable of these is his 
‘California under Spain and Mexico.’’ 
His ‘‘ Rhode Island, Its Making and Its 
Meaning,’’ in the American Common- 
wealth series, was honored with an In- 
troduction by James Bryce. His ‘‘ John 
Brown Among the Quakers”’ is an inter- 
esting and valuable chapter to Iowa his- 
tory. 
. Surely this brief and incomplete show- 
ing reveals a degree of actual achieve- 
ment and sure promise which oaght to 
satisfy the most skeptical that at least 
a substantial foundation has been laid 
for a glorious super-structure of Iowa 
literature. 





(Note by the editor: Mr. Brigham’s 
modesty has prevented his making any 
mention of his own work, but as his con- 
tribution to the literature of Iowa has 
been great no article dealing with Iowa 
authors is complete without his name. 


Mr. Brigham’s first work ‘‘An Old 
Man’s Idyl,’’ was published in 1905. 
This has been followed through the years 
by ‘‘The Banker in Literature,’’ “‘A 


History of Des Moines,’’ ‘‘The Life of. 


James Harlan,’’ and ‘‘Iowa, Its His- 
tory and Its Foremost Citizens,’’ the 
first volume of the set referred to in the 
paragraph above. He has also econtrib- 
uted articles to the Century, the Forum, 
the Youth’s Companion, the Chautau- 
quan, the Review of Reviews, the Iowa 
Journal of History and Polities, and 
other publications. ) 


234 


Good Book Week. 


The Library Commission of the 4 
Scouts is again urging the oh} 4 
of Good Book Week by the libras. 
December 4-9th. Plans used lagt ya 


successfully will again suggest thes . 4 


selves with new ones which ex 
ence has taught or time has brought j 
notice. 

Among the suggestions made by the 
Boy Scout Commission is the interest. 
ing of the women’s organizations jp 
arranging that’ at one of their 
ings books for Christmas for chil 
shall be discussed, that book 
Shall be interested and window dis. 
plays of appropriate books be ar. 
ranged, and _ lists distributed, and 
that preachers and newspaper editoy 
be persuaded to preach and write 
on the importance of right readj 3 
childhood. 

In the libraries book exhibits may 
be made, bulletins and posters di 
and lists distributed and meetings anj 
receptions held. . 

The list of ‘‘Books Boys Like Best” 
prepared by the Library Commission gf 
the Boy Scouts will be published in the 
October 14th issue of the Publisher’ 
Weekly and may be ordered t 
them in quantities with the imprintéd 
the local library on the cover. 

A bulletin ‘“‘Watch your steps” 
(shows a boy climbing up steps of goal 
books) will be sent to librarians upm@ 
request addressed to Library Commit 
sion, Boy Scouts of America, 200 5h 
Ave., New York. , 

The Iowa Library Commission wil 
be glad to co-operate with the librarie 
of the state in the observance of Got 
Book Week. The Traveling Libray 
Christmas exhibits may be borrowél 
in this connection but inasmuch ® 
their number is limited it may 
a change of date in some cases, 

The Suggested List of Books 
Christmas Purchase however will 
available as well as the graded Dom 
lists for distribution, and material 
newspaper use. ce 
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"Some libraries may wish to make this 
yA a general publicity week and to that 
oh may be used with good results. 

=e) ©6On account of Library Week in To- 
‘jedo will be found in the Wisconsin 














hen & © Library Bulletin for June 1916, or a 

pen. § copy of the article will be sent by the 

thts =  flowa Library Commission upon appli- 
§  eation. 

y thf 

erst § «© Asbury Park Meeting of the American 
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Library Association. 

The Asbury Park meeting of the 
American Library Association was char- 
’ acterized by the greatest cordiality and 

fellowship. The New Monterey 
and overflow hotels were delightful in 
‘their care of their guests, the weather 
was perfect, and the attendance exceeded 
every other gathering of the kind, the 
enrollment being 1,333 which was prob- 
ably swelled to over 1,400 by the transi- 
ent visits of librarians and assistants 
from nearby libraries who came and 
went without registering. 

The courtesies extended by the New 
Jersey Library Club and Asbury Park 
authorities were very enjoyable especial- 
ly the trip to Princeton which was par- 
ticipated in by over 600 librarians. 

It. was a disappointment to all that 
the president, Miss Plummer, was pre- 
yented from attending by illness, but her 
address was read at the first general 
session. 

The general theme was Democracy and 
Education and helpful and interesting 
papers on various phases of this subject 
were given by eminent speakers within 
and without the library profession, the 
immigrant problem receiving consider- 

able attention. 

Probably the most enjoyable session 
was that of Thursday morning at which 

papers on ‘‘ Modern drama as an expres- 
sion of democracy,’’ were given by 
Robert Gilbert Welch, dramatic critic 
ts for the New York Telegram, and ‘‘The 
l new poetry and democracy,’’ by Jesse 
hon B. Rittenhouse. 
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| for The 1916 Conference marked the 40th 
oe anniversary of the American Library 
: Association though the omission of meet- 
oY ings in 1878, 1880 and 1884 made it only 
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the 38th conference. Mr. R. R. Bowker, 
who joined in the eall for the first meet- 
ing and has been present at every meet- 
ing since, was presented with a loving 
cup, and messages of greeting were sent 
to those now known to be living, who 
were present at the first meeting. 

The attendance of librarians from 
Iowa at Asbury Park was for some rea- 
son not as large as at Washington or 
Berkeley. Those present were Mr. Brig- 
ham, Mrs. Towner, Miss Robinson and 
Miss Smith of the Library Commission. 
Mr. Small of the Law Library; the fol- 
lowing librarians of public libraries, Mr. 
Rush, Des Moines; Miss Rose, Daven- 
port; Mrs. Baird, Mason City; Miss 
Hagey of Cedar Rapids, who was ac- 
companied by her mother; and Mr. Dick- 
erson, of Grinnell College Library; Miss 
Plaister, assistant, Public Library, 
Sioux City; Miss Noll, assistant, State 
College Library, Ames. 

An Towa breakfast was arranged at 
which, in addition to those named above, 
the following librarians formerly con- 
nected with Iowa Libraries also partici- 
pated; Miss Virginia Lewis, formerly of 
the Carnegie-Stout Library, Dubuque, 
now of the Pittsburgh Public Library; 
Miss Katherine Tappert, formerly of the 
Davenport Public Library now con- 
nected with the Washington County Li- 
bary, Hagerstown, Md.; Miss Colville 
also assistant at Davenport now in the 
New York Public Library; Miss Unter- 
kircher, whose home is in Burlington, 
now librarian of the Superior, Wiscon- 
sin, Publie Library; Miss Grace Swish- 
er at one time assistant in the Iowa City 
Public Library now of the Cleveland 
Library; Miss Harriet Howe formerly 
of the University Library and also Di- 
rector of the Iowa Library School in 
1914 and 1915, now of the Western Re- 
serve University Library School; Miss 
Blanche Galloway, librarian of Drake 
University, now connected with a branch 
of the New York Public Library; and 
Mrs. Carr of Scranton, Pa., whom Towa 
will always claim. A number of other 
former Iowa librarians at Asbury Park 
were unable to accept the invitation to 
this breakfast. 














Iowa Summer Library School. 


The work of the Summer School of 
1916 was made uncomfortable by the in- 
tense heat but the interest and work 
were both good. The instructors hav- 
ing charge of the work were Mr. Mal- 
colm G. Wyer, director, who also gave 
the instruction in reference work and 
book selection; Miss Alma G. Penrose, 
classification and cataloging; Miss Grace 
Shellenberger, children’s work; and 
Miss Blanche V. Watts, minor subjects 
and revising ; and Miss Robinson, library 
administration. 

_ Contrary to the custom in past years 
the children’s work was given this year 
at the opening of the session, and li- 
brary week was compressed into two 
days. 

These two days however proved very 
helpful and inspiring. The program in- 
cluded, on Wednesday, an illustrated 
talk by Miss Robinson on the libraries of 
Iowa, at 11 a. m., and in the afternoon 
an informal talk by Mr. Brigham which 
proved a happy introduction to the pa- 
per of Mr. Dudgeon, Secretary of the 
Wiseonsin Library Commission, on 
‘*What shall the librarian do with poe- 
try and ‘drama.’’ This was followed by 
talks on Publicity by Miss Drake of 
Sioux City, and a paper on ‘‘ Practical 
Problems in Library York,’’ by Mr. 
Rush of Des Moines. 

On Thursday morning Miss Spencer, 
Field Agent of the South Dakota Li- 
brary Commission told of library work 
in that state; Dr. Shambaugh explained 
the work of the State Historical Society 
of Iowa as related to the public libraries 
of the state; Prof. Ansley spoke of the 
Midland; Miss Armstrong described the 
work of a girls’ club conducted by the 
children’s department of the Council 
Bluffs Publie Library; and Miss Robin- 
son spoke of rural extension through 
the public libraries of the state. A vis- 
it from Miss Tobbitt of the Omaha Pub- 
lic Library earlier in the term was also 
helpful to the class. 

On Wednesday evening a very pleas- 
ant dinner was informally arranged for 


visiting lecturers and librarians, 
bers of the Iowa City library board 
Library Club. 
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Library, Miss Clark of the Commission 
staff, Miss Hagey of the Cedar Rapids — 
Public Library, Miss Stocker, Muscating — 
Public Library, Mrs. Murray, @ 
Center Public Library and Miss Logs- 
don, Colfax Public Library. 


The members of the class of 1916 are 
as follows: 

Allen, Olive B., York Nebr. ; librarian ~ 
Publie Library. 

Bennett, Helen, Omaha, Nebr. ; assist. 
ant, Publie Library. . 

Cooke, Edith, Storm Lake, Ia. ; assist. 
ant, Buena Vista College Library, 

Gibbons, Ruth, Oelwein, Iowa; libra — 
rian, Publie Library. 

Gray, Rena, Osage, Iowa; librarian 
Publie Library. 

Hahn, Mrs. Alice W., Garner, Iowa; 
librarian, Public Library. 

Henely, Inez, Grinnell, Iowa; assistant 
Grinnell College Library. 

Knock, Edith ©., St. Peter, Minn.; li- 
brarian, Gustavus Adolphus College Li-. 
brary. 

Lenfest, Grace E., University Place, 
Nebr. ; assistant, Nebraska Wesleyan Un- 
iversity Library. 

Lewis, Leora I., Rapid City, 8. D; 
librarian, Publie Library. 

McCandless, Margaret, Sheldon, Iowa; 
librarian, Public Library. 

Michener, Elizabeth, Oskaloosa, Iowa; — 
assistant, Publie Library. 

Roberts, Mrs. M. R., Malvern, Iowa; 
librarian, Public Library. 

Skovlin, Manda K., Belmond, Iowa; l- 
brarian, Public Library. . 

Stapleton, Orra B., Sioux Falls, 8. Da 
kota; librarian, Public Library. A 

Vose, Mrs. Ida M., Shelton, Nebr.; le 
brarian, Publie Library. = 









7. 

In addition to the Speakers already 
mentioned the visitors in attendance 
were Mr. Dickerson of Grinnell College 
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\ Williams, Mrs. T. J., Mt. Ayr, Iowa; 
 fbrarian, Public Library. 

_ Woods, Katherine, University Place, 
Nebr.; librarian, Public Library. 


} *Weaver, Helen, Iowa Falls, Iowa; li- 


, Ellsworth College Library. 


Williams, Carolyn L., Lincoln, Nebr.; 





jibrarian, Public Library. 


*Children’s work only. 





A. L. A. Booklist and Iowa Library 
Quarterly Preserve and Bind. 


It would hardly seem necessary to 
eall the attention of librarians to the 
wisdom of carefully preserving these 
two publications in temporary binders 
until a volume is completed and then 
binding if the funds of the library will 
permit, and the usefulness of both for 
future reference would make such 
binding a piece of economy for even 
smaller libraries. 

Too often however in going into a 
library, copies of either one or both are 
found scattered among other pamphlets 
and reference to a particular number 
is followed by an unsuccessful search 
for the desired copy. 

The Quarterly will complete its 

seventh volume with the October-De- 
cember issue, and the sixteen numbers 
for 1913, 1914, 1915 and 1916 shoeuki 
have been so preserved that they will be 
readily accessible for binding. The li- 
brary news of the state gives an his- 
torical summary of library worx and 
valuable references to librarians, wnile 
the printed articles are of permanent 
worth. The requests coming from out- 
side the state for copies to complete 
files would shame some Iowa Libraries 
which allow the Quarterly to become 
lost or destroyed. 

The preservation of the Booklist is 
no less important for back numbers 
are still valuable for furnishing infor- 
mation in book selection, classification, 
subject headings, and in other ways. 

Look up your Booklists and Quarter- 
lies, tie them up by volumes, bind as 
soon as possible and add them to your 
professional library. 
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Books For the Border. 


The Iowa Library Commission has 
the honor of being the first state com- 
mission to send books for the use of her 
boys on the border, with the exception 
of Texas which has generously made 
her Traveling Library available to the 
soldiers. 

Five boxes containing about 350 vol- 
umes were shipped in August to 
Brownsville, and a letter from Mr. 
Fridell of the Iowa Y. M. C. A., to 
whom they were consigned, reports 
that the books are meeting a great need 
and seeing heavy service. 

The books sent were those made 
available by the revision of old groups 
of the Traveling Library and were 
good titles and still in fairly good con- 
dition. though not suitable for new 
libraries. 





Summer Reading. 


A course in vacation reading on He- 
roes and Heroism was arranged this year 
by the Des Moines Publie Library and 
conducted in the children’s room. 

Fifty books were grouped under ten 
headings, such as Heroes of Romance, 
Animal. Heroes, Pioneer Heroes, Naval 
Heroes, Indian Heroes, ete. There were 
five books in each group. Any child who 
read ten, one from each group, during 
the vacation received a diploma from the 
publie library. 

The lists were distributed through the 
schools, the last two weeks of the ses- 
sion and the response was very gratify- 
ing. Several hundred children began 
the reading, one hundred and eighty 
read about half, and a few less than a 
hundred read the required ten. A good 
many read more than ten. One colored 
boy read twenty-three. 

The teachers gave hearty co-operation, 
but the interest among parents was the 
greatest satisfaction. They came with 
the boys and girls and their looks of 
pride were justified as they listened to 
the brief book reviews the children gave 
to show they had read the books. This 








feature was as varied as the child, but 
was surely profitable to all. Some chil- 
dren definitely and clearly reviewed a 
book in a short time. When the child 
was inclined to lengthy and unimportant 
details a few questions were asked to 
help them select and formulate the re- 
views. 

The children who read these books 
really enjoyed them as well as profited 
by them. One small boy said ‘‘Now 
these ain’t the books I like best in the 
liberry, but I figger these liberry teach- 
ers think they are good for us and I’m 
goin’ to read ’em. Besides when I take 
that diploma up to school it may make 
a hit with my teacher.’’ He stuck to 
the reading though sometimes it went 
rather slowly, for that boy had a job and 
worked eight hours a day. But the 
more he read the more he liked it, and 
when he read his tenth book, Florence 
Nightengale, he said ‘‘That’s the best 
book in this library. If you’ve got an- 
other one something like it I’ll take it.’’ 





Roster of Iowa Soldiers. 


Among the state documents which the 
public libraries of the state are entitled 
to receive, and should have on their 
shelves of Iowa books, is the Roster of 
Iowa Soldiers consisting of six volumes. 

As this set will soon be out of print 
the Adjutant General is anxious that 
every library shall be supplied with them 
before the supply is exhausted. Any li- 
brary not in possession of these volumes 
should write at once to Adjutant Gen- 
eral Guy E. Logan, State House, Des 
Moines, or to the Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission. 





**Tt is now the glery of the librarian 
thet he is a liberator more than a 
keener: be frees his books. The mis- 
sion ~v relation of the librarian to his 
readers is one of the discoveries which 
the »ineteenth century will hand along 
to the twentieth centruy.’-—R. R. 
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Belmond.—Miss Manda K. Skovlia 
has been elected librarian of the new } 
brary, and though the election just pre 
ceded the opening of the summer gehe ey 
she was able to avail herself of this j ae 
struction. 4 q 
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Charles City— Window boxes a 
the front of the library building a 
flower beds in the rear of the lib 
lawn have added greatly to the appear. — 
ance of the library during the summer,” 
and electric fans to the comfort of te 
brarian and patrons. 

Cedar Rapids.—Miss Jessie Bishop, BS 
graduate of Smith College and of the 
Illinois Library School, has been made 
head of the circulation department of’. 
the public library, and Miss Evelyn 
Badger, of the class of 1916 of Pratt” 
Library School, general assistant,: 

Council Bluffs.—Miss Helen B. Lew 
of Cleveland, Ohio, has been appo 
in the public library. Miss Lewis is 
graduate of Western Reserve ae 
sity Library School and has had practi- the Li 
cal experience in the Cleveland a Club 
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system. lected 
Cavenport. Bertha Rogers, procee 
Wisconsin, whe hee been an assis placed 


in the library for the past six years has” § the ba 
resigned her position. - Miss Gladys may y 
Hanson, assistant in the children’s room § one of 
has resigned her position to enter the) § pictur 
University of Illinois as a regular stt- > § rary. 
dent. Miss Alice Curtis of Spencer; Fort 
Mass., a graduate of the Cleveland Li” & pupils 
brary School, has entered the Daven high 


port Publie Library as desk assi the pul 
Miss Gail Stubblefield has been trans whieh 
ferred to the reference desk. FF establi 


During the summer the library FB schools 

had a number of rooms redecorated att 

new semi-indirect lights put in the read: 

ing room and circulating department, _ am 
Des Mcines—Library Club. —The a BF nation: 

nual pieniec closing the year’s meetings 

of the Des Moines Library Club wat) ie the 

held at Grand View Park on the é ha 


Bowker (1883). . ‘ story | 
From Menu card, New Monterey, ning of June 18th. Preceding the dinm sonal 
Asbury Park meeting. a ball game was played between thé reader: 








“ablic and general libraries on one side 
é * Mr. C. E. Rush as captain, and 
DF ie law, historical, commission and col- 
s libraries on the other side with Mr. 
‘AJ. Small as captain. The public and 
. libraries was the winner. 

~ The officers for the ensuing year are 

President Miss Mary Rosamond, Law 
; Secretary Miss Bertha Hess, 
law Library; Treasurer Miss Theo. 
Hamilton, Public Library. 

Des Moines—Library Commission.— 
Miss Florence Price, for the past two 

general assistant m the commis- 
sion office, left September 15th to take 
the course in library training at the 
Wisconsin Library School. 

Des Moines—Public Library.—An art 
exhibit consisting of 30 canvasses of 
Rdward W. Redfield was shown at the 
library during September. A special 
t § display of the art books belonging to 

| & the library was made at the same time. 
v; Dunlap.— Mrs. B. H. Cutler has been 

| § appointed librarian of the publie li- 
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Eagle Grove.—Through the efforts of 
» & the Library Committee of the Woman’s 
> § Club four tons of old paper were col- 
lected and sold and with part of the 
y) § proceeds a bubbling fountain was 
b & placed in the library. It is hoped that 
1 & the balance and the sale of more paper 
/ @ may yield a sum sufficient to purchase 
[> @ one of the colored panels of the Abbey 
! @ pictures from the Boston Publie Li- 


“> & brary. 

Fort Dodge.— The publie school 
" @ pupils of Fort Dodee, excepting the 
* @ high school, read 10,000 volumes from 
) @ the public library during the school year 
'@ which ended in June. Branches were 
\ @ established during the year in all the 
» @ schools except the high school and one 
» @ grade school which are near the library. 
i, Hamrton.—The Library Club which 
has already been so generous in its do- 
nations has now presented the library 
with a victrola which has been placed 
in the club room and will be used for 
story hours and for recreational pur- 
poses at hours when it will not disturb 
readers in the library. ‘ 
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Iowa City.—On the evening of J@ 
3, 1916, the fifteenth anniversary of her 
appointment to the Iowa City Public 
Library, Miss Helen McRaith, he 
brarian, was guest of honor at a 
ner given for her by Miss Dorothy 
dore to present and past members of 
the staff and the women members of t 
board of trustees. Gifts of flowers ana@ 










fruit and greetings from library work+* 


ers now in other cities furnished tokens 
of the respect and esteem in which Miss 
McRaith is held by those with whom 
she has been associated during her 
years of work in the library. 


Iowa Falls—Honorable J. H. Funk 
has donated to the public library a 
collection of 120 volumes consisting of 
works of literature and history with 
several sets of standard works which 
will be a valuable addition to the refer- 
ence collection of the library. 


Marshalltown.—Miss Mabel Shearer, 
for six years children’s librarian, of 
the Marshalltown Public Library, has 
resigned her position to enter the Los 
Angeles Library Training School, Los 
Angeles, California. Miss Marie Moyer 
of the staff, takes her place in the chil- 
dren’s work, and Miss Naomi Fletcher 
has been employed as an assistant in 
the library. 


Three new branches have been 
opened this fall ; one in the Fifth Street 
Mission, one at Westminster Chapel, 
and one at the Woodbury School. A 
story hour is held at the Mission and 
Chapel once a week. 


Mascn City.—Miss Hortense Stetler, 
who was granted a leave of absence 
to attend library school the past year, 
resumed her work in the library on Sep- 
tember Ist. Miss Esther Keller, who 
has served the library successfully for 
the past eighteen months as cataloger, 
has now resigned to take a position in 
the college library at De Pauw Uni- 
versity while doing college work. 


A successful exhibit of the publie li- 
brary was made at the North Iowa Fair 
and attracted much attention. 
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on.—Feeling the need~ofsrest_ 


iter her years of service in the publié 
» library Mrs. Charlotte Bryant has tend- 
ered her resignation which, has been 
accepted by the board with much re- 
gret. Miss Elizabeth M. King, a grad- 
uate of Pratt Library School, has been 
elected to the vacancy. 

Miss Belle E. Smith, one of the early 
librarians of the library and author of 
the poem ‘‘If I should die tonight,’’ 
recently died in California where she 
has lived for a number of years. 

Oelwein.— Miss Ruth Gibbons of Si- 
gourney has been elected librarian to 
fill the vacancy caused by the resigna- 
tion of Miss Schneider several months 
ago. Miss Gibbons was a member of 
this year’s class at the summer library 
school. 

Parkersburg.—At a special election 
held on September 2d a vote for the es- 
tablishment of a free public library was 
earried with a majority in favor of the 
library. A board has since been ap- 
pointed and the management of the 
library formerly supported by subscrip- 
tions has been turned over to them. 

Red Oak.—The library was adver- 
tised in the historical pageant by a 
float bearing a -table at which eight 
children were seated reading. The 
trimmings were green and white, and 
lettering on the white blankets of the 
horses and several attractive posters 
called attention to the library and its 
resources. 

Sheldon—Miss Margaret MeCand- 
less, librarian of the public library has 
been granted a six months’ leave of ab- 
sence for a trip to the Philippines. 

Sioux City—Miss Grace Lane for 
three years past cataloguer in the pub- 
lie library was married June Ist to Mr. 
Leon Maxwell Young of Promontory 
Point, Utah. Miss Winnie Foster, a 
graduate of the Wisconsin Library 
School and assistant at Marinette, suc- 
-- ceeds ‘Miss Lane as cataloguer. Miss 

Georgia Lukemeyer, also of the Wis- 
consin Library Sehool and librarian. of 
the Watertown, Wis., Public Library, 
becomes children’s librarian. 


Spirit Lake.— Miss Bernice 
formes an assistant in the Esther 
Public Library, has been appoints: 
fill the. vacaney caused by the 
tion of Mrs. Merryfield as librs 
Storm Lake—A reception in hop 
the teachers: of the public —— 
the professors of Beuna Vista (% 
was given at the library by the } 


board and the librarian, on the eyenin 


of September 15th. 
Tipton.—A year ago a leave of a 
sence for rest and recuperation § 
granted to Miss Flora Milligan, ¢ 
brarian of the public library, , 
tinued if health now causes hep 
permanently resign her position, } 
Helen Schriver, acting librarian f 
past year, has been appointed lik 
The report from the sixteen gt 
in the country schools of Center tg wn 
ship for the last half of the che 
was very) gratifying there wy 
in circulation of 746 over last year 
the period from January to } 
Washington—Mr. M. A. Bu 
many years president of the J 
board died on July 15th last. 
W. McLaughlin has been appointed 
fill the vacancy. 
Waterloo.— Miss 
who has served as supervisor of the’ 
dren’s department libraries east 
west, has been granted a leave of3 b- 
sence to enable her to take a course 
library training at Pratt Institute. 
Mildred Maynard, a graduate of F 
Library School, becomes children’s i 
brarian. 


Waukon.—Miss Jennie Jones i 


been elected librarian of this 
in place of Mr. Wm. Wilkinson 
has served for several years if 
position. 


Webster City.—The Kendall You 


he 


Publie Library is subseribing for ma a- 


zines and papers for the soldiers 
town now on the border. 

Miss Charlotte Crosby, assist 
brarian, has conducted a vacation® 
ing circle for the girls of the 8 th 
9th grades. The meetings have 
held once a week in the library. — ~ 
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